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A REPORT on inner trends and forecasts of significant developments, dedicated to the preservation of the American way and a free democratic economy by the revival and extension of Christian 


sharing and the prevention of war by the revelation and correction of the causes of war. WE BELIEVE that if our society moves v 
epts of truth, we will avoid the curse of violent change as represented by the evils of communism. WE ARE CO 
democratic socialism is a revitalized Christian capitalism that promotes closer man 


traditions and conc 


security out of production and other 


through democratic means to set our country right. WE HOLD this to be the 


when it is right, 
highest service to 


sly forward under the i Ises of its Judaic-Christi 
NCED that the American ccm for both quanti — 


ag’ cooperation, greater work rticipation in ownership, system: pens 
forms of applied Christian sharing. WE STAND for our cauntry, right or aon oniateion ew & ine Dye dong ang had 
country is being influenced into the wrong, we would seek 


but when authoritative evidence indicates 


Patriotism and to God. 





Profit-sharing Grows 

Reasons for the recent increase 
of profit-sharing plans: (1) such 
plans are powerful incentives for 


| increasing production and worker 









































efficiency; (2) such plans are favored 
by the current Federal tax laws. 
The Council of Profit Sharing In- 
dustries (2306 First National Tower, 
Akron 8, Ohio.), with 854 member 


| organizations representing 850,000 


employes, reports a decisive trend 


| toward profit-sharing plans that call 


for deferred payments, rather than 
immediate cash payments — usual- 
ly as a supplement to pension plans. 

Of 25,190 pension, profit-sharing 
and stock bonus plans approved by 
the Internal Revenue Service in 
1954, about 30 per cent were prof- 
it-sharing plans; by contrast, at the 
end of 1939, there were only 549 
plans of all types. Sears Roebuck 
was a pioneer in profit-sharing; in 
recent years some of the largest in- 
dustrial and banking concerns in the 
U. S. have introduced such plans. 

Some top capitalists are worried 
about the growth of profit-sharing 
and worker-ownership because it 
predicts a new pattern of corpora- 


| tion ownership. But younger more 


enlightened capitalists see in it chal- 


. lenge and growth — rather than 


threat — and have helped draw up 
the blueprints. 

Many unions don’t like profit- 
sharing and worker-ownership. It 
tends to eliminate old-time union 


| boss-ism, but actually the sincere, 


intelligent and qualified negotiator 
and the honest union will always 
have a useful function in industry. 
All the relationships between la- 
bor and management shift a little 
when labor IS ownership and has a 
voice in management. Profit-sharing 
and worker-ownership is the re- 
sult of long years of struggle be- 
tween extremes with each side giv- 
ing a little and growing a little, un- 
til their aims and interests meet. It 
is a forward move in the opposite 
direction from communism. 





X-Ray and Foreeast 


ILITARY EXTREMISM VS. DEFENSE: The pressures upon Amer- 
ican opinion, by those who seek to plunge the U. S. into war in 
Asia, have been so great lately that we have devoted this space largely to 
emphasizing the highly important facts which were being ignored or sup- 
pressed by current political and military propaganda. We have also em- 
phasized the utter futility of trying to stop the expansion of a great revo- 
lution by military onslaughts upon the people who are the first victims of 
that revolution, while we ignore the conditions that make it inevitable. 
IN THIS TASK we have often referred to “the military” without 
sufficiently qualifying that very broad term. George Washington was an 
Army general, but he would have looked with horror upon some of the 
current U. S. military viewpoints. Fortunately there are U. S. military 
figures today who are also devoted to a reasonable interpretation of our 
defense: that the U. S. should make no war-like move except where war- 
like moves have been made against us, and that this should be in areas 
concerned only with our own vital interests; that if our armed power 
crowds upon the frontiers of another nation, we have no legal or moral 
right to claim that that nation threatens our interests or is “aggressive,” 
when it builds up its military forces in positions that stand to be affected 
by our own military presence and tactics. 


OST OF OUR ALLIES consider the U. S. military posture today 
not only a threat to the peace, but slightly daffy; we shake our fists 
in another fellow’s face and if we catch him clinching his fist, we start 
yelling “Maw!” We have built scores of military bases within striking dis- 
tance of Russian cities, then run scare headlines when the Russians build 
some large bases opposite, on their own territory! In fact, war-scare head- 
lines in this country have often shouted about the “mobilization of Soviet 
forces,” when American newsmen and others on the ground knew at the 
time, and later reported, that the Soviet maneuvers were the normal and 
to-be-expected result of an American military build-up. It is well known 
in Washington that while some military chiefs, egged on by the Senate 
war party, have urged that we go to war against Red China at the first op- 
portunity, because of Red China’s “aggressive tactics” in their own or ad- 
jacent territories, other military leaders, and among them the President, 
have firmly opposed such moves, advocating patience and tolerance. Con- 
cerning Russia, Secretary of Defense Charles E. Wilson, stated in an 
interview “My analysis would indicate that the Russians have been much 
more afraid of us than we are of them, and their build-up has been a de- 
fensive build-up.” 

IT BECOMES OBVIOUS then that there is a significant difference 
in the views of our leading military figures. The military extremists put all 
emphasis on a military solution, forcing the issue, giving priority to mili- 
tary maneuver over diplomatic negotiation. Thus they take the function 
of diplomacy, which is to preserve the peace and prevent war by negotia- 
tion, out of the hands of the statesmen — which tends to make war in- 
evitable. On the other hand, the more rational defense-minded military 
leadership looks upon military action as the last resort, to be employed 
only when all else has failed and we are under direct attack. The advent 
of atomic power has immeasurably heightened the significance of this 


difference between military extremism and genuine defense. 
(continued on NEXT page) 


“Am I Doing My Part?” 

The important question isn’t 
“What Can I Do?” We are all the 
instruments of divine will and pur- 
pose. The question should be, “Am I 
doing my part?” If we are informed, 
concerned and articulate (and who 
cannot speak to those far or near 
by voice or pen?)—we are then 
releasing to the world the will and 
purposes of God. When we have 
sent the words into motion, then 
God moves through us and through 
the words. This gives life a depth 
and meaning attained in no other 
way, removes futility and frustra- 
tion and is open to all. Information, 
conviction, the written or spoken 
word — the sinews and life blood 
of the Kingdom! 

“Not until I went into the churches 
of America and heard her pulpits 
flame with righteousness did I un- 
derstand the secret of her genius 
and power. America is great be- 
cause she is good, and if America 
ever ceases to be good, America will 
cease to be great.” (Eisenhower used 
this quotation in a campaign ad- 
dress in Boston in 1952.) 

REGISTER CHRISTIAN OPIN- 
ION: Because the American public 
plays the decisive role in making 
our foreign policy and in all the ac- 
tions of our leaders, it is important 
for citizens to learn how to register 
their opinions “at the place where 
decision is made, before it is made.” 

A useful tool for this purpose is 
the revised 1955 edition of Register 
Christian Opinion!, put out by the 
Board of World Peace of the Meth- 
odist Church (740 Rush St., Chica- 
go 11, Ill. The cost, 10¢ for 1 copy, 
50¢ for 12, $3.50 for 100. Non- 
Methodists should add postage or 
express cost.) It lists the names of 
senators and representatives by 
states, along with policy committee 
members; tells how and where to 
write; explains why your opinion 
counts. The State Department works 


continuously on analyzing letters 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 













*“‘Am I Doing My Part?”’’ 
(continued) 

from voters; editorials in newspaper, 

radio and magazine; resolutions and 

conclusions adopted by church, la- 

bor, farm, business and civic groups. 

To make sure that your opinions 
are included in such analyses (so 
that your silence won’t speak for 
you negatively), it is necessary to 
study the problems of the hour — 
through reading, prayer, and discus- 
sions with others in club, office, un- 
ion; to participate in local politi- 
cal party meetings and caucuses 
which help elect (or defeat) those 
who counsel higher-ups. It is im- 
portant to listen critically, but think 
without prejudice; to speak with 
clarity and act with responsibility; 
to write your congressmen and your 
President. 

The Christian citizen has a spe- 
cial obligation growing out of the 
nature of Christian faith, that we 
must perform as a Christian nation, 
not just talk that way. The action 
of Christian citizens united to such 
ends could be decisive now as vital 
issues approach the point of crisis. 

Another useful analysis of how 
every citizen can share in policy- 
making is the “How To Do It” is- 
sue of the Washington Newsletter, 
dated March 21, published by the 
Friends Committee on National 
Legislation (104 C Street, N. E., 
Washington 2, D.C.) This lists what 
problems are handled by what com- 
mittees in Congress; explains the 
routine by which a bill becomes a 
law; tells you when to act; 
concludes by quoting Plato. “The 
penalty that good men pay for in- 
difference to public affairs is to be 
ruled by evil men.” 


Yalta Again 

In our last issue, we stated that 
the truth about Gen. MacArthur’s 
attitude at the time of the Yalta 
Conference would not be known un- 
til all official papers had been releas- 
ed. But it will not be necessary to 
wait that long! 

An official U. S. Army historian, 
who was chief of the Pacific Section 
of the Army Office of Military His- 
tory, Louis Morton, writes (in Re- 
porter, April 7) that Gen. MacAr- 
thur was thoroughly in favor of 
urging Russia’s entry into the war 
against Japan and “was perfectly 
willing to make the necessary con- 
cessions to win Stalin’s approval.” 
Although the reactionary elements 
in the press will endeavor to cover 
this situation up, this further evi- 
dence that Gen. MacArthur agreed 
heartily with the Roosevelt aims at 
Yalta reduces to a dead cat about 
ten years of right-wing GOP propa- 
ganda. Moderate Republicans will 
like this situation as much as the 
Democrats, for the Eisenhower Re- 
publicans feel that the GOP extrem- 
ists undermine the party with mid- 
dle-of-the-road voters. 


X-Ray and Foreeast = (continued) 


ROOM FOR CHRISTIAN THINKING: Certainly there is room 
here for the Christian mind to find its conviction and expression. But the 
great tragedy of our day is that this division of viewpoint within the mod- 
ern military mind is little realized by the American public and, because the 


“70 million church members of the U. S. are little, if any better informed 


than the average citizen, the Church remains silent upon what should be 
recognized as one of the major moral issues of our day. Thus the Ameri- 
can Church is failing its generation in somewhat the same way that the 
Church of Russia failed the pre-revolutionary generation in Russia, and 
that failure left the doors open to the onslaught of Red materialism. 


NIVERSAL CONSCRIPTION AND DEFENSE: One of the most 
important factors involved in this failure to differentiate between a 
genuine defense system and military extremism is the question of Universal 
Military Training. Military extremism proclaims that our defense cannot 
be secure without Universal Conscription in peace as well as war, although 
many leading military men and top strategists believe Universal Conscrip- 
tion to be outmoded, unscientific and a long step TOWARD TYRANNY. 


Four years ago when the Selective Service Act came up for re- 
newal, supporters of universal peacetime conscription were able to write 
into the Act the principles of Universal Conscription. However, so much 
opposition developed that Congress refused to approve these principles of 
conscription, and since then the Selective Service draft has continued to 
function as an “emergency measure.” This year, the Selective Service Act 
expires again. Sometime soon, probably when the next period of great in- 
ternational tension arises, there will be another big push to put over a 
Universal Military Conscription law. 


Briefly, the Pentagon proposes that in addition to the conscription 
by which it would keep the Army up to its authorized strength, the fol- 
lowing provisions shall be enforced: (1) a compulsory reserve service of 
six years for those who have finished their two year draft period; (2) a lim- 
ited group of about 100,000 “‘volunteers” to take six months of training 
followed by nine and a half years of reserve duty, which is simply a gim- 
mick to disguise the fact that every boy must be under military orders for 
a long period — during war or peace. The Army Navy Air Force Register 
declared, “Few if any young men would escape military service if the pro- 
gram were adopted.” 


MANY CHRISTIAN LAYMEN may have become convinced 
that the adoption of Universal Conscription is now justified. But little is 
being done to present both sides of the question. Anti-Universal Conscrip- 
tion facts and views are being suppressed, although many important his- 
torical and even military factors involved argue strongly against Universal 
Conscription principles. (In the hearings of the Congressional Committee 
of the House, for instance, two days were allotted to testimony on Uni- 
versal Conscription, but only an hour and a half allowed for anti-conscrip- 
tion testimony. National polls, tending to show that the public now favors 
conscription, are largely derived through loaded questions; magazines ar- 
ticles present distorted “facts” and opinions which by-pass equally im- 
portant data that would cancel out pro-conscription arguments.) 


NIVERSAL PEACETIME CONSCRIPTION & ATOMIC WAR: 

Universal Conscription serves infantry and ground forces only. All 
military tacticians now concede that the weight of defense now rests large- 
ly on the sea and air power; that the ground forces cannot be used effec- 
tively as striking forces in atomic war; that atomic weapons will certainly 
be used the next war; that ground forces can only be used in follow-up 
and clean-up operations and territory occupation, Gen. Thomas R. Phil- 
lips (U.S.A. Ret.), prominent Army strategist, presented this dilemma in 
the Bulletin of Atomic Scientists (Oct. ’54); he concludes, “Ground War- 
fare as it is currently conceived can no longer exist between atomic powers.” 


THE U. S. NAVY AND AIR FORCE, upon whom the burden 
of defense now rests, do not want Universal Conscription — a fact that is 
little known because Navy and Air Force officers must more or less keep 
their silence, since their superiors in rank have teamed in with the Penta- 
gon demand for Universal Conscription. But both Navy and Air Force 
want only long-term enlistees for technical training. Lt. Gen. Emmett 
O’Donnell, head of Air Force personnel said, “We have got to have four- 
year men. If we are forced to the two-year draft it would be the end of 
the Air Force”; that impatient draftees, waiting only for the day they 
can go home, do not make good Air Force personnel. Gen. K. B. Hob- 
son, director of manpower operations, stated that, rather than use the 
draft, the Air Force would hire civilians to fill military operations posts, 
particularly in “support” areas (N. Y. Times, Dec. 27, ’53). 


Perhaps the most outspoken verdict on this question is that of Gen. 
(continued on NEXT page) 


The Phony 





Did your papers report it? Afte 
all of Sen. McCarthy’s shouting thy 
a hidden Communist plot in th 
U. S. Army was responsible for th 
promotion of the Army dentist, Ma. 
jor Peress, it has now been estab. 
lished that plain old-fashioned pop. 
derous impersonal Army blunderiy 
was to blame for the whole Perey 
mess, rather than any Red plot! Th 
Senate Investigating Committee uw. 
der new leadership brought the fac 
to light in a very few hours of car. 
ful testimony. 

It also put on record the effory 
Army Officials had made, even be 
fore the long and costly McCarthy. 
TV hearings, to explain the Army 
blundering in the Peress affair. By 
McCarthy had blocked all such éf. 
forts by charging Army witnesses 4 
personally trying to cover up fo 
the Reds. Such McCarthy tactig 
were apparent to unprejudiced ob 
servers three or more years ago, and 
that was how Between The Ling 
spotted the senator for the phony k 
has now been proved to be —w 
labelled him as such at a time whe 
it was unpopular and risky to do %, 


If he had not become the mouth} 


piece of the fabulously rich oil mut 
timillionaires, whose grip on pow 
erful segments of the GOP almos 
immobilizes the party, McCarthy 
would probably have been impeach 
ed. His financial deals and flagrant 
dishonesties would have destroyed 
any other politician. Almost al 
Americans hate communism, but we 
are slowly learning — after our ex 
perience with the McCarthy; 
Cohns, Shines and Matusows—tha 
to hate communism does not make 
a saint out of a phony. 


Atonement 

Twenty young women who wer 
disfigured by the atom bomb a 
Hiroshima in 45 are being brought! 
to the U. S. for plastic surgery and 
medical treatment. They were trap 
ped in a public school and receivei 
almost no medical care at the time 
because Japanese emergency med: 
cal crews were completely inade 
quate to care for the more tha 
100,000 survivors. These girls, 
known as the “Hiroshima maidens’ 
are now aged from 19 to 24, have 
remained mostly in seclusion since, 
because they have been self-con 
scious about their appearance. Mos 
will require intricate treatmen! 
which will probably keep them is 
the U. S. for about a year. A pro 


fessor from Columbia University‘§; 


College of Physicians and Surgeon 
will accompany Norman Cousins 
head of the American end of th 
project, on a trip to Japan to bring 
the girls here. The U. S. Air Fore 
will fly the girls here and retum 
them to Japan after treatment. 


RADIATION STUDY: A fet 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 
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Atonement 
(continued) 
days after our last issue went to 


press with a report on the appeal by 
the Federation of American Scien- 
tists that the UN sponsor an in- 
vestigation of the effects of atomic 
radiation on the earth’s atmosphere, 
it was announced that the National 
Academy of Sciences in Washington 
will undertake such a study — on 
an ambitious scale, dispassionate 
and objective, to be financed by the 
Rockefeller Foundation. The Atom- 
ic Energy Commission has promis- 
ed its full cooperation in the study. 
OPPENHEIMER, A SYMBOL: 
The resentment of America’s lead- 
ing scientists over the handling of 
Dr. Robert Oppenheimer’s security 
case has continued to have serious 
repercussions. Recently the Univer- 
sity of Washington, one of Ameri- 
ca’s largest, was forced to call off a 
scientific conference planned for 
April because all eight of the emi- 
nent scientists, scheduled to lead 
the conference, refused to attend 
after the University had cancelled 
an engagement for Oppenheimer to 
lecture on the campus. A letter 
signed by the protesting scientists 
states that, in yielding to pressure 
groups, the University authorities 
had “clearly placed the University 
of Washington outside the commun- 
ity of scholars” who must search for 
and respect truth on a larger basis 
than that described by narrow pro- 
vincialism and nationalism. 


Japanese Christianity 

The famous Protestant theologian, 
Emil Brunner, who has just return- 
ed from a year at the Japan Inter- 
national Christian University, states 
that he believes organized Christian- 
ity in Japan to be weak, static and 
secularized. Total church member- 
ship remains about the same, “re- 
gardless of the missionaries or evan- 
gelists who seek to propagate the 
idea” of “great ingatherings” since 
the war. 

There is, however, good news in 
Dr. Brunner’s reports that “Bible 
study groups are cropping up all 
over Japan. They shy away from 
anything that looks like an institu- 
tion with doctrines, creeds and a 
form of church government. It is in 
these Bible study groups that the 
real hope for Christianity in Japan 
lies. I know the leaders of the ma- 
jor denominations will disagree with 
me, but I believe it is true.” Brun- 
ner further states that “religious ac- 
tivity is about nil on most campuses 
in Japan. They are very secularized.” 
American evangelists and gospel 
teams have made no impact what- 
ever on campuses. Others have ob- 
served that the shallow type of emo- 
tional Christian evangelism has little 
to offer the educated Asian whose 
knowledge of the philosophy of 


Buddha, Confucius and Mencius 
(continued third col., THIS page) 
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X-Ray and Forecast = (continued) 


Bonner Fellers writing in the Air Force Magazine (Dec., ’53), when the 
last conscription question was being hotly debated: “Ever since Gen. 
George Marshall became Army Chief of Staff in 39, our defense policy 
has been strongly influenced by ground officers who advocate compulsory 
universal military service. The Navy and Air Force, however, have gone 
along most reluctantly. In fact, were they free to express themselves, the 
Navy and the Air Force would actively oppose it.” Yet American citizens 
have been stampeded into believing that unless they are for Universal Con- 
scription they are somehow unpatriotic — possibly subversive! 

MODERN DEFENSE IS HINDERED BY CONSCRIPTION — 
that is the actual condition revealed when we dig into the reasons the 
Navy and Air Force give for their opposition to the plan. 


DUCATION, MILITARY SCIENCE AND CONSCRIPTION: War 
is becoming increasingly technical, requiring much larger numbers 
of highly skilled personnel. Yet the old-line ground-force officers who 
dominate the Pentagon are pushing Universal Conscription, and if they 
have their way, what will happen to the advanced education program now 
so necessary for defense? The proponents of Universal Conscription want 
the boys at 18 or 19 —and they have consistently opposed giving priority 
to post-graduate education over military training. It is at this point that 
leading military scientists see its very real danger to U. S. defense strength. 
When Dr. M. H. Trytten, Director of Scientific Personnel of the 
National Academy of Science, summarized the decisive part radar played 
in winning World War II, he stated that this could never have been ac- 
complished had not thousands of young men been permitted years of un- 
interrupted research on radar, prior to the draft. (Journal of Engineering, 
Oct., °51) Benjamin Fine, noted educational writer, pointed out that, since 
the draft, fewer and fewer young men have been entering the graduate 
fields of scientific study. (N. Y. Times, Jan. 10, ’54) “In one year, 1952-3, 
the number of graduate students dropped from 11,300 to 8,000.” 

What does conscription training consist of? Two years of tradi- 
tional military field drill, mostly of pre-atomic routine that any bright boy 
can learn in 4 weeks, plus countless hours (estimated by the average GI as 
fully 1/3 of a trainee’s time) of standing in line and waiting, endless wait- 
ing and time wasting, so characteristic of life on all Army bases — and 
this, during the most strategic and valuable years of a youth’s life. 

MASS ARMIES, which are the only forces Universal Conscription 
can produce, have little relationship to the actual defense of our country 
in an atomic age — on this point there is agreement among all top strate- 


gists, tacticians, military and atomic scientists, The highly trained, 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Japanese Christianity 
(continued) 
has produced a maturity of view 
that is not satisfied with the spiritual 
illiteracy of many so-called Chris- 
tians whose gospel does not extend 
beyond certain word formulas. 

Out of sincere and intelligent Bi- 
ble study it is possible that the 
Christian message in its truth and 
purity will have great impact upon 
future attitudes in Japan. 


Religion In Red Areas 


Reports of a religious revival in 
Russia have been confirmed recently 
by Archbishop Athenagoras of Is- 
tanbul, Turkey, spiritual leader of 
Orthodox Christendom. He receives 
regular reports from Russian Ortho- 
dox sources which reveal the 
church’s position to have improved 
considerably since Khrushchev’s de- 
cree Nov. 10, forbidding persecu- 
tion of churchgoers. The Patriarch 
now expects a further relaxing of 
restrictions against religion. 


He displayed a number of reli- 
gious journals and illustrated church 
publications recently received from 
Russia, Rumania and other Soviet 
bloc countries, dealing with many 
theological questions. Many of these 
were the first numbers of newly 
founded journals, since such publi- 
cations had been rigorously restrict- 
ed under Stalin. Four noted Russian 
Orthodox theological academies 
have been recently reopened, after 
having been closed since the Bolshe- 
vik revolution. In all, 18 seminaries 
are now operating, including several 
newly founded ones. Church attend- 
ance began to increase during World 
War II and has continued to rise 
steadily. He is concerned at the 
shortage of adequate facilities for 
worshipers but believes this situa- 
tion will be relieved as more 
churches are reconditioned. Much 
of his information comes through 
correspondence with Archbishop 
Alexei of Moscow, the Russian Or- 
thodox Patriarch. 


Archbishop Athenagoras served 
for 18 years in New York as Arch- 
bishop of North and South America 
before being elected Archbishop of 
Constantinople (Istanbul) and Ecu- 
menical Patriarch in 1948 by the 
Holy Synod. He believes it was a 
mistake for the U. S. to have barred 
Metropolitan Boris, since every op- 
portunity for contact should be util- 
ized by the West. Although the 
clergy in Russia is rigidly controlled 
by the Soviet and is frequently forc- 
ed to echo Moscow’s political views, 
it is known that the Russian church 
and congregations are in basic con- 
flict with Marxist ideologies — in 
fact, this has always been the cause 
of religious persecution by the Reds. 


RUSSIAN BAPTISTS have invit- 
ed four prominent American Bap- 


tist ministers to visit Moscow and 
(continued first col., FOURTH page) 


Religion In Red Areas 


(continued) 

preach to Baptist congregations in 
Russia this summer. The invitations 
were extended by the All Union 
Council of Evangelical Christian 
Baptists of Russia, with a member- 
ship of 500,000 in 5,400 congrega- 
tions. (There are known to be many 
more Baptists in other fellowships.) 
The four Americans receiving invi- 
tations are: Dr. V. Carney Har- 
graves of Philadelphia, president of 
the American Baptist Convention; 
Dr. Joseph Jackson of Chicago, of 
the National Baptist Convention 
(colored); Dr. Arnold Ohrn of 
Washington, of the Baptist World 
Alliance; and Dr. Theodore Adams 
of Richmond, Va., of the Southern 
Baptist Convention. 

The letters were signed by Y. 
Zhidkov, president, and A. Karev, 
general secretary of the Russian 
Baptist Council, asking each minis- 
ter “to be our dear guest for two 
weeks .. . It is our desire that you 
should visit not only Moscow but 
other places of the Soviet Union 
where there are our _ Baptist 
churches. We hope that your visit 
and our personal fellowship with 
you will strengthen the bonds of fra- 
ternal love between Baptists of the 
Soviet Union and the Baptists of the 
U.S. A., and will promote the de- 
velopment and friendship between 
our people and those of the U. S.” 

It is reported that the State De- 
partment has given the project “a 
green light, but with many reserva- 
tions.” Last summer the same four 
ministers attended a conference of 
American and Russian Baptists in 
Sweden, arranged by the Quakers 
and Baptists of Sweden. 

CHURCH WORK IN EAST 
GERMANY: Because men in East 
Germany who take too active a part 
in church work risk becoming in- 
volved in political difficulties which 
might even jeopardize their jobs, 
the women are now doing most of 
the church work, according to an 
observer who has just returned. 
And since it was the Protestant half 
of Germany which was left ruined 
and under Red rule after World 
War II, it is the Protestant women 
who are doing most of the religious 
work in Germany’s East zone. In 
East Berlin, a woman minister serves 
one of the largest Protestant con- 
gregations of over 5,000 members. 

German churchwomen in the 
East must be careful not to enter 
into public discussions of current 
affairs or attempt any organized re- 
lief of the severe poverty in their 
area, beyond urging a sharing of 
food and clothing and a responsibil- 
ity for individual orphans and wid- 
ows. But these churchwomen are 
quite free to engage in Bible teach- 
ing On a more active scale than 
most American churchwomen un- 


dertake. All weekday church gath- 
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mobile, scientifically equipped combat units that are now needed cannot 
be secured by conscription. The drive for Universal Conscription originat- 
ed with and is still being pushed by the ground force generals. 


THE IMPERATIVE NEED of the U. S. Army is not more man- 
power. Even Army men freely admit the extravagant, often fantastic waste 
of manpower in the U. S. Army. The imperative need of the U. S. Army 
is for more efficient use and direction of the manpower it already has. Yet 
the proposed conscription law offers no plan for improving the quality 
and ability of the Army colonels and generals who are responsible for the 
incredible wastage of manpower and who still vie with each other over the 
numbers of men under their commands, irrespective of efficiency. 

The Senate Armed Services Committee recently criticized the num- 
ber of generals and admirals that were being created while the armed serv- 
ices were reducing the number of enlisted men. At the height of the Ko- 
rean War, when there were 3,700,000 men in service, there were 1,219 
flag officers. The Administration is planning to reduce the number of men 
in active service to 2,800,000, but the Army, Navy and Air Force are 
planning to have 1,287 top commanders! Why more chiefs when there are 
fewer Indians, asks the Senate committee. “The drive for promotion and 
bigness is an obsession in some quarters,” complained a senator. 

THE PENTAGON GENERALS claim that Universal Conscrip- 
tion is necessary to prepare American youth for atomic war — but to date 
only the most primitive atomic instruction is being given in Army train- 
ing centers. Instead of increasing the scientific educational attainment of 
the average American boy, which is the only way we can prepare for sci- 
entific atomic warfare, the generals want to curtail education and take 
over the “modern warfare training” themselves. Here is what Dr. J. W. 
Dunlop, head of the military psychology division of the American Psy- 
chological Association, has to say about that: “Officers are now required 
to make decisions about equipment they know little of . . . With all respect 
to our present generation of officers, they do not have the technical edu- 
cation to make decisions . . . they must depend on civilian technical ad- 
vice.” He adds that technological warfare had generated formidable train- 
ing requirements that were “incompatable with short-term military serv- 
ice.” (N. Y. Times, Sept. 7, ’54.) 


HAT IS THE REAL PURPOSE OF THE UNIVERSAL CON- 

SCRIPTION LAW? Does not the real aim come into focus when 
we discover that the next step the Pentagon has in mind, after universal 
male conscription has been fastened on the country, is the conscription of 
women? This is no longer a secret. The President’s Commission on Uni- 
versal Conscription stated in 1947 that “For practical reasons, we exclude 
women at this stage.” But in recent months the underground propaganda 
drive to prepare the public mind for the conscription of women has been 
intensified. A Defense Advisory Committee on Women in the Armed 
Forces is active, as a sounding board for the movement. Gen. Hershey, 
director of Selective Service, Col. Mary Halloran, director of the WAC, 
and others have been busy for some time preparing the stage for the con- 
scription of women, as revealed by many of their statements on record. 
One military spokesman has stated, “If you are a healthy woman, you 
can be certain your Government is preparing a war role for you . . . The 
Communist system employs women and so must we . . . Our women will 
have to comply or go to jail.” (Wm. B. Huie in Cosmopolitan, Nov. ’50.) 
(We are indebted to the National Council Against Conscription, 104 C St., 
Washington 2, D. C., for assembling many of these sources.) 


A MILITARIZED AMERICA WILL BE THE RESULT OF 
CONSCRIPTION — with regimentation and military totalitarianism ad- 
mitted as the norm — thus aping the tyranny of our enemy with an amaz- 
ing frankness. “The Communists do it — so must we!” All this is the an- 
tithesis of a democratic Christian America. 

And if Universal Conscription should be fastened upon us, it would 
probably bar all further progress towards the development of a legally 
constituted international police force for the supervision of all atomic 
weapons. (See BTL, March 15.) If the U. S., the strongest atomic power, 
should commit itself to a system in which ultra-nationalism is inherent, 
the brass-hat tribalism of the training camp would rule supreme, and the 
hope of avoiding a worldwide atomic holocaust would largely vanish. 

Every Christian layman has the right to make up his own mind 
about this. But every Christian layman should have the right to the facts 
on both sides of the picture. When military leadership so boldly reveals its 
totalitarian aims by suppressing and withholding the facts from the public 
mind, so it cannot exercise sound judgment, we as a nation are that much 
less democratic and that much less Christian. Register your opinion today. 
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(continued) 
erings are watched very closely by 
the Reds, however, and if any hint 
of political activity is suspected, the 
authorities become very intrusive, 
In short, the Reds don’t object to 
the church as long as it doesn’t try 
to vote in either the literal or figur. 
ative sense. They regard running 
the state as strictly Communist par- 
ty business—with no questions 
permitted. 

Young people’s work is also re. 
stricted to Bible subjects, or pil- 
grimages to points of religious in- 
terest. The church is not permitted 
to link the precepts of Christian 
doctrines with the real world around 
them. Hence the church cannot take 
the children on hikes to places of 
current or historic interest, to mu 
sicals, song festivals or picnics, can- 
not take part in scouting or any 
recreational activities which are re- 
garded as the province of the Com- 
munist Free German Youth. 

German churchwomen view this 
Red youth league with considerable 
concern. It is almost impossible to 
keep their children out of it, since 
it is the only avenue for scholarships 
or a future of any kind. Yet it is 
difficult to counterbalance because 
it does not appear to stand for any- 
thing definite but blind obedience to 
the current Communist line in world 
affairs. It does not seem to be offer- 
ing any specific Communist “phi- 
losophy” which the German mothers 
could combat at home. They call it 
the “Glorious What?” 

Meanwhile, in the Western zone 
of Berlin, the recuperation centers 
established after World War II have 
been continued as an activity of 
Protestant churchwomen of West 
Berlin. Catholic women run similar 
centers, and mothers’ schools. 

Some of the tired run-down 
mothers in East Germany who are 
in need of total rest have been abk 
to come over to the West zone for 
month-long vacations in the recu 
peration centers. A mother applies to 
the churchwomen’s group which ar- 
ranges for neighbors or visiting 
nurses to care for her home and 
children while she is away. Deacon- 
esses in charge of the homes se 
that the mother has a complete rest, 
physical check-up, good food beau 
tifully served and all the comfort 
of a fine resort hotel. Protestant 
church groups in Germany are de 
voting their World Day of Prayet 
offerings to this purpose and the 
United Church Women of America 
will contribute at least $1,000 to this 
cause from their own World Day of 
Prayer offerings. Such efforts, on 3 
worldwide scale in various areas o! 
human need, could achieve an at 
mosphere of peace and good 
that would undermine tyranny at 
trivial cost compared to what th 
world now spends for armaments. 
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